H6742

the pump. They want to know our bor-
ders are secure, and that our ports and
airports are safe from terrorists.

It’s time for this Congress to start
addressing the priorities of the Amer-
ican public. It’s time we stopped pass-
ing resolutions congratulating sports
teams and started enacting legislation
into law.

I urge my Democrat colleagues not
to continue to languish as a do-nothing
Congress, but to let us start enacting
some of the legislative priorities of our
constituents into law.

———

A CHANGE IN DIRECTION IS
NEEDED IN IRAQ

(Mr. ELLISON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, this
weekend, General David Petraeus ac-
knowledged that we will not see any
significant improvements in the situa-
tion on the ground in lIraq by Sep-
tember.

When President Bush first proposed
the troop escalation plan at the begin-
ning of this year, he said we should
know if it’s actually working by the
beginning of the summer. A couple of
months later, when the troops were ac-
tually on the ground, the President re-
vised that time frame, saying that we
should have a good grasp if the plan is
working by September.

Now we have confirmation from the
President’s top general on the ground
that positive signs in lraq will con-
tinue to be elusive.

The question now is, will the admin-
istration do as it has in the past and
change the deadline?

Moving deadlines are simply no
longer acceptable. President Bush has
been promising for months that we
would see significant changes come
September, and since that is no longer
possible, a significant change in direc-
tion is needed in Iraq.

It is time for the President and the
congressional Republicans to realize
that Petraeus is now admitting that no
improvements will be seen by Sep-
tember.

————

ADDRESSING VETERANS’
INVISIBLE WOUNDS

(Mr. KENNEDY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. Speaker, our
troops are returning from all over the
world having suffered from many
wounds, but many of the wounds that
they’re suffering from are not visible
to the naked eye. Those wounds are
psychological wounds. And tragically,
our veterans system is not equipped, as
we’ve seen this last week from a series
by the Washington Post, to address
many of those concerns.

Our Nation needs to be better pre-
pared to address the psychological and
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emotional wounds that our veterans
are facing. And tragically, this country
has not come to grips with the mental
health crisis that even our own citizens
face.

This Congress needs to address this
problem. It needs to address it within
the Veterans Administration, and it
needs to address it for this country by
passing mental health parity and by
making sure that we address PTSD for
our veterans, making sure we have
oversight of the VA, and making sure
that they address the needs of our vet-

erans, both visible and invisible
wounds of our Nation’s veterans.
———

BUSH ADMINISTRATION BLOCKING
DEMOCRATIC ATTEMPTS TO
MOVE AMERICA IN A NEW DlI-
RECTION

(Mr. ARCURI asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. ARCURI. Mr. Speaker, over the
last 6 months the new Democratic Con-
gress has passed over 37 major pieces of
legislation, many of them with bipar-
tisan support, which have helped mil-
lions of Americans. Unfortunately,
President Bush seems content with the
status quo, opposing two-thirds of our
forward-agenda.

Today, the President will again veto
legislation providing for a serious Fed-
eral investment in lifesaving stem cell
research, supported by 70 percent of the
American people. Further stem cell re-
search would give new hope to millions
of American families across the coun-
try suffering from life threatening and
debilitating diseases like lupus, juve-
nile diabetes and Parkinson’s.

Earlier this year, we approved a de-
fense authorization bill that includes a
3.5 percent pay raise for military per-
sonnel. The President’s response was a
veto threat. He believed a 3.5 percent
raise was too much.

Mr. Speaker, there is never too much
gratitude and respect we can show for
our troops. We don’t show gratitude
with lip service, we show it by action.

Mr. Speaker, | was elected in Novem-
ber to move this country in a new di-
rection, and my fellow Democrats are
serious about real change. And | re-
spectfully ask the President to join us.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote is objected to under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken later today.

——
EMMETT TILL UNSOLVED CIVIL
RIGHTS CRIME ACT OF 2007

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
I move to suspend the rules and pass
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the bill (H.R. 923) to establish an Un-
solved Crimes Section in the Civil
Rights Division of the Department of
Justice, and an Unsolved Civil Rights
Crime Investigative Office in the Civil
Rights Unit of the Federal Bureau of
Investigation, and for other purposes,
as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 923

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “Emmett Till Un-
solved Civil Rights Crime Act of 2007"".

SEC. 2. SENSE OF CONGRESS.

It is the sense of Congress that all authorities
with jurisdiction, including the Federal Bureau
of Investigation and other entities within the
Department of Justice, should—

(1) expeditiously investigate unsolved civil
rights murders, due to the amount of time that
has passed since the murders and the age of po-
tential witnesses; and

(2) provide all the resources necessary to en-
sure timely and thorough investigations in the
cases involved.

SEC. 3. DEPUTY CHIEF OF THE CRIMINAL SEC-
TION OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS DIVI-
SION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Attorney General shall
designate a Deputy Chief in the Criminal Sec-
tion of the Civil Rights Division of the Depart-
ment of Justice.

(b) RESPONSIBILITY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Deputy Chief shall be
responsible for coordinating the investigation
and prosecution of violations of criminal civil
rights statutes that occurred not later than De-
cember 31, 1969, and resulted in a death.

(2) COORDINATION.—IN investigating a com-
plaint under paragraph (1), the Deputy Chief
may coordinate investigative activities with
State and local law enforcement officials.

(c) STUDY AND REPORT.—

(1) STuDY.—The Attorney General shall annu-
ally conduct a study of the cases under the ju-
risdiction of the Deputy Chief or under the ju-
risdiction of the Supervisory Special Agent and,
in conducting the study, shall determine—

(A) the number of open investigations within
the Department for violations of criminal civil
rights statutes that occurred not later than De-
cember 31, 1969;

(B) the number of new cases opened pursuant
to this Act since the previous year’s study;

(C) the number of unsealed Federal cases
charged within the study period, including the
case names, the jurisdiction in which the
charges were brought, and the date the charges
were filed;

(D) the number of cases referred by the De-
partment to a State or local law enforcement
agency or prosecutor within the study period,
the number of such cases that resulted in State
charges being filed, the jurisdiction in which
such charges were filed, the date the charges
were filed, and if a jurisdiction declines to pros-
ecute or participate in an investigation of a case
so referred, the fact it did so;

(E) the number of cases within the study pe-
riod that were closed without Federal prosecu-
tion, the case names of unsealed Federal cases,
the dates the cases were closed, and the relevant
federal statutes;

(F) the number of attorneys who worked, in
whole or in part, on any case described in sub-
section (b)(1); and

(G) the applications submitted for grants
under section 5, the award of such grants, and
the purposes for which the grant amount were
expended.

(2) REPORT.—Not later than 6 months after
the date of enactment of this Act, and each year
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